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English 201 lG-005: Poetry
MWF 4:30-5:45, CH 3160
Professor Martin Scott
Office: CH 3070; Email: cfmts<@eiu.edu
Phones: 581-6289 office; 345-3541 home
Office Hours: MWF 11-12, 3-4:30 or by appointment
Texts: The Norton Anthology ofPoetry
Magic City, Yusef Komunyakaa

The goal of this course is to develop skills in close reading and textual analysis, as well as
familiarity and comfort with poetry and the various literary issues and problems
associated with it. Our tools with be class discussion, lecture when necessary, and
significant writing, both in and out of class. This is a writing-intensive course.
Schedule of Assignments:
Jan.

12
14

Intro to Class.
Old English Poems: Caedmon's Hymn (1), Riddles, The Wife's Lament,
The Seafarer (7-12).

19
21

King's Birthday-No Class
Various Ballads (83-91). Wyatt: Whoso List to Hunt (113), They Flee
From Me (115). Spenser: Sonnet 75 (169).

26

Sidney: Astrophil and Stella #1(192-3), Southwell: The Burning Babe
(206), Shakespeare: Sonnets 12, 18, 29, 55, 116, 130 (234-40).
Donne (263-267), sonnets 10 and 13 (288-9), Mary Wroth (handouts).

28
Feb.

2
4

Herbert (329-331), Milton (378-379), Bradstreet (418-19). Essay 1
assigned.
Marvell: To His Coy Mistress (435-6), Behn: The Disappointment (497501) and To Fair Clarinda (503-4). Finch (522-523).

11

Swift: The Lady's Dressing Room (530-533), Smart (625-627), Barbauld:
The Rights of Woman (646-647).
Blake (678-683), Coleridge: Frost at Midnight (742-744). Essay 1 due.

16
18

Wordsworth: Lines (699-703).
Clare: Badger (822-823), Keats (845-849).

23

Browning: Sonnet 45 (856), Browning: My Last Duchess (911-912), Poe:
Annabel Lee (884-885), Tennyson: Ulysses (896-897).

9

Mar.

25

Howe (952), Spirituals (957-960), Whitman (973-977).

1

Meredith (1007-1009), Dickinson (Poems# 249, 258, 341, 585, 712, 986,
1129).
Midterm in class.

3

8
10

Hardy (1052-1054), Hopkins (1062-1063), Lazarus (1068), Housman
(1070).
Yeats (1086-1099).

Spring Break-March 15-19

Apr.

22
24

Robinson (1106-1111), Frost (1121-1129).
Moore: Poetry (1218-1219), Eliot: The Love Song... (1230-1233).

29
31

Hughes (1320-1325), Nash (1328-1330), Smith (1330-1334).
Auden (1360-13 73 ). Essay 2 assigned.

5
7

Bishop (1409-1419).
Hayden (1425-1430), Rukeyser (1431-1433), Swenson (1433-1437).
Essay 2 due.

12
14

Berryman (1440-1445).
Brooks (1479-1483), Lowell: Skunk Hour (1493-1495).

19
21

Plath (1728-173 8).
Louise Gluck: current poet laureate (1813-1814, plus handouts).

26
28

Magic City
Magic City

Final: Monday, May 3, 2004, 5:15-7:15 pm

Grade Calculation:

Essay 1:
Midterm:
Essay 2:
Final:
Class work:

25%
15%
30%
20%
10%

Plagiarism: Here is the English Dept. policy-" Any teacher who discovers an act of
plagiarism-' The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas and/or thoughts of
another author, and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House
Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon
the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a
grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office."

Attendance: Class attendance is mandatory and expected. Class participation is an
essential part of the course and of your development as an educated, articulate person.
Since class participation is contingent on attendance, more than 4 unexcused absences
will lower your class participation grade to an F. As outlined in the student catalogue, I
will consider an absence excused only for "reasons of illness, emergency, or university
activity." If you are having a problem, please contact me by phone, email or in person in
my office so we can discuss the matter. Also, please try to avoid being late-it is
disturbing to the flow of class, and therefore a significant pattern of tardiness will lower
your class participation grade.
Office hours: Please feel free to drop in to chat with me during my scheduled hours or to
make an appointment for your convenience. I would especially be willing to look at
rough drafts of essays or to field any questions you might have about assignments.
Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic
accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services
(581-6583) as soon as possible.
Quizzes/In-class writing: Unannounced quizzes may be given at the beginning of
class. These may not be made up. Also, micro theme writing exercises may sometimes
be assigned for the last few minutes of class in response to the readings and discussion.
These also may not be made up. It is clearly to your advantage to attend on time having
read the assignments carefully.
Format for essays: Type or print out your essays on standard sized white paper.
Double space. Use a 12 point font such as Times New Roman, plain and not fancy. Use
MLA format throughout. Essays should be 1000 words or more.
Writing Center:
The Writing Center is located in Room 3110 in Coleman Hall.
You may conference with a tutor there if you are seeking extra advice about your writing
or need help on an assignment.

